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Reaching Out

t the time, it seemed like a good idea.... Oh, if I could
only count the moments I've run that phrase through

my head just as the butterflies in my stomach were

taking off because I'd stuck my feet deep in the muck of un-

known terrain and was about to find out what I was “in for,”

This rime around the ditdy serolled
acinss my mind's eve as [ buckled up for
a 10-hour trip from Mallas/Fart Woreh
International Airport in Texas to Frank-
furt, Germany, where il been invited to
spealk toa group of pilots halding 17.§
cerlificates who happenad 1o alsg be

ir whar [ later learned were the capable
hands of flight nstructer and expatsiale
‘ichael Melson, wha had invited me to
speak at the events 1he summer betore,
What | didn’t know, I discovered, was
what helped me. Nelson enlisted the aid
of Goldline Aviation gwner Elkan Ruke-
mever, a member af Nal

German Nalinwals. While [ was there, T
was alio going to do some stomping for
Women in Aviation, Tnlernational, no
tably to help recruit new members lor
thie ther rascent, now provisional (yeah!)
Luropean Seetinn/Chapier, Aviation and
Women in Furope, a section of Wimen
in Aviation, International,

During the short, sleepless night
ahead I refined my first task, an Avialion
Salely Seminar concerning landing tech-
nigues, and honed my ideas, untocused
as they were, abour my second rask, the
Wal pet-together. Why was | so ner
vouss Primarily hecause I'd had to leave
all the planning rasks tor the twn events

t4  Aviation forWomen

S0 Aviation Discussinn
Group and also his erst-
while employer (Nelson
tanght ground school for
Goldling) 1o provide us with
not just an ileal location for
aur WAL meeting, but alan
public relations, adverlising,
and refreshments, soup-to
niuts style,

Owver the course of six
manths Nelson and Bake
meyer, both avid supporters
of WAL, arranged it all. The
discussion group seminar
was attended by no less
thar 21 eager souls, primarily men, who
were oven bappy to listen to a piteh Ly
atlend the WAL meeting, which wag
slipped in somewhere between the dis-
cussion on landing flares and rollous,

With some help trom Michelle Bassen-
esl, the organizer of the WAL European
Chapter, we were able 1o bring together
A lormer WAL schiolarship winner work.
ing in Brussels and a4 fascinating cross-
section ol women working in avialion
Ihraughour Germany the next night, [n
the room were 4 lawyver with Cerman Alr
Traffic Control, several Information Tech-
nolopies specialists, a German Glider;
Balloon flight instructor, a Luithanza

Hight attendant who was alsa a jrivawe
pilel=it ran the gamur, And vas, there
ware even a fow nf (he men from the avi-
ation diseussion proup of the night be-
fare (one with his girlliend., who is in
terested in flving].

By the (ime | stood up to speak,
walvhing swirling snowilakes cruise by

PDon’t let distance
or borders stop you
from bringing WAJ

and its benefits to

SOINCONE New.

the windews ol our 27:h tloor confer-
ence o, | was as relaxed as ever No
butterilies-no parched [hroat-no wor
ries, Sitting belure me was a perfect mix
of women and men trom all walks of
avianon and acrospace, even a few pag
ple who never really thought about rhed
johs as being a part of aviation, and they
were intergsted in hiearing what WAl
could do to help them, and to help then
get the word out about aviation varesrs,
and the future. Tt was exactly why 1
came all thal way, and it was, after all, a
very goud idea, ~al

by Amy Laboda
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